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 A question from the floor during the recent Citrus Summit and 
one that is recurring. ‘Is there a market for Navels?’ and ‘what can we 
plant in place of them?’  

An interesting article I read recently, in the Floridian, “Growing Pro-
duce” magazine titled; “Mission Is on to find Blood Orange-Like Va-
riety in Florida”, with acknowledgement to Growing Produce and the 

writer of the article, Peter Chaires, he goes 

onto say,……”Florida growers have long 
sought a blood orange that will develop uni-
form and reliable colour. The deep red col-
our is the result of anthocyanin expression, a 
healthful compound that also is responsible 
for the oranges’ unique fla-
vour…………...unfortunately no blood 
variety has proved successful in Florida, 
(Blood varieties, require cold units to 
gain colour and this is the case for 
South Africa too, making only a few mi-

croclimates suitable for their successful production), the article 
continues…. …..”Lycopene, another healthful compound, provides 
the beautiful red colour in grapefruit, tomatoes, papaya, water-
melons, ‘Cara-Cara’ Navel oranges, and a host of other fruits and 
vegetables. Thankfully, lycopene is very much at home in subtropi-
cal environments. While lycopene-coloured citrus fruit doesn’t 
have the same flavour profile as blood orange, it does exhibit 
beautiful flesh colour and sometimes a blush to the peel.”  

As discussed in previous newsletters, interest is growing in red pig-
mented fruit, growers and market alike. Premiums are becoming 
attainable in the right market, borne out by prices I saw in Califor-
nia recently. Photo above, shows Cara-Cara selling for $1.69 per 
pound. Photo alongside normal Navels selling for $0.99c per 
pound. The American consumer knows the Cara-Cara and is pre-
pared to pay a premium. Speaking to a group of farmers in Califor-
nia, I asked what they were planting (cont. overleaf) 
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-planting right now? Their response was that they were planting 

seedless late Mandarins and Cara-Cara Navel.  

After many years, awareness and interest seems to be finally 

growing in China and the EU as well. The fact that a predomi-

nantly Juice processing industry such as Florida is interested in 

red fruit, producing darker juice points to  an overall trend to-

wards red pigments for fresh and juice fruit. 

With Red orange varieties available now from early to late sea-

son. Retailers have an easier task, providing a season long shelf 

space devoted to a Red Line of fruit that the Consumer can more 

easily recognise, e.g. external red pigment of Red Lina za 20176317 

ClemensoonPT7802 launch. 

Growers interested in planting the earliest Clementine 

or other CGACC varieties, may apply for information on 

the expected availability date and Licencing requirements 

by e-mailing, jon@cgacc.co.za or joy@cgacc.co.za. 

Budwood supply has been slow due to challenges in multi-

plication at the Foundation block. As discussed in previous 

articles the Clemensoon and all Oro Nules mutations re-

quire budding or top working to a sweet orange interstock. 

A Carrizo / Valencia interstock is recommended. Unfortu-

nately interstock trees for bud multiplication at the Founda-

tion Block, (CFB), are not allowed within the CIS scheme 

and this has meant that because Clemensoon was budded direct to Carrizo, the trees have 

grown very slowly due to incompatibility issues. CFB have recently started using MXT rootstock 

which has shown a big improvement in growth. At last we hope to have the first significant 

amounts of budwood for release in October 2019. 

ANOUNCEMENTS 

 
 Clemensoon Launch 

see article below. Growers inter-

ested in planting Clemensoon 

must apply to CGACC by e-mail. 

jon@cgacc.co.za or 

joy@cgacc.co.za 

 Previous Newsletters 
Some growers did not receive 

previous newsletters and an-

nouncements from CGACC. The 

data base for mailings to grow-

ers is being updated, unfortu-

nately it is a slow process work-

ing out who has not received 

these newsletters. If you would 

like to see them we do have the 

newsletters on our web site un-

der archives, www.cgacc.co.za, 

or press Ctrl and click on the 

link below 
 http://www.cgacc.co.za/index.php/   

 widgetkit/document-archives  

 Citrus Resource Warehouse 

Provides information on cul-

tivars and maturity, see 
https://

www.citrusresourcewarehouse.org.za/ 

http://www.cgacc.co.za/index.php/widgetkit/document-archives
http://www.cgacc.co.za/index.php/widgetkit/document-archives


“16 months supply 

in a 12 month Mar-

ket” 

This was the reply I re-

ceived from a Californian 

Citrus farmer to my ques-

tion, “Are late Mandarins 

overplanted?  

We were looking at his 

crop of Clementines, (see 

pic below), that he had 

picked off onto the 

ground. Not a pretty sight, 

similar problems were 

extensively reported in 

Spain. His opinion was 

that ‘Mandarins such as 

Tango are just too easy, 

even if you’re a half good 

farmer!’ this has meant 

that because of the 

‘shoulders’ in the market, 

southern Hemisphere fruit 

is lingering in the market 

and when there's a year 

such as Chile’s late en-

trance into the W.Murcott 

2018 season, the USA 

Clementines couldn't 

compete on quality or 

price! 

In further discussion, 

looking for solutions or 

other options the farmers 

in the conversation said 

that ‘earlier selections 

were required, but with at 

least the same character-

istics as Tango or 

W.Murcott. This is the 

quality standard the mar-

ket required.’ they would 

plant such a variety, as 

well as currently planting 

Red lycopene Navels, 

such as Caracara. 

CGACC Valencia’s On the horizon and looking  

Promising: 

Several promising Valencia vari-

eties through ‘Clean-Up’ and 

now in evaluation.  

3 early Valencia’s of interest. TS 

Early alongside, ripens the ear-

liest, before Turkey, discovered 

in a Midknight orchard. It has 1-

2 seed and ripens with an attractive dark or-

ange rind, easy peeling with a very good fla-

vour. 

The Ngonini Early, pictured left, Top, a muta-

tion branch of Delta ripens before Bennie and 

like its parent is seedless. The early ripening 

can be clearly seen compared to the parent fruit, bottom, and is 

estimated to ripen before Bennie.  

Another early Valencia, GE Early, looks 

promising, estimated ripening after 

Ngonini and also seedless. No fruit from 

clean material has been evaluated yet. 

This range  will allow growers to extend 

there season with early seedless varie-

ties. 

Interesting early - mid season are Beli 

Valencia seedless, picture alongside, 

ripening after Bennie but before Midknight, productive with good 

size. 

Maxi Valencia, also seedless, follows after, with large, smooth 

rind and high juice content.  

Growers will now have a season long range of seedless from ear-

ly season to Late, ending with the McLean Seedless.  
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